
John Valdivia is the owner of the Coffee Box coffee shops. Contributed photo.

by Peter Moralez

“When you consider the journey 
that this coffee bean has done to 
get right here inside your cup of 
coffee it is truly amazing,” said 
John Valdivia, coffee shop owner, 
professional coffee roaster, and 
coffee enthusiast. 

Valdivia is the owner of the Cof-
fee Box coffee shop. He has two 
locations in Victoria. Downtown 
on Main and Santa Rosa streets, 
which are his first location, and 
his second location at 2916 North 
Laurent Street. 

“About twenty-five years ago 
with my wife doing her medical 
residency and me caring for our 
three young daughters it became 
necessary to make some logisti-
cal changes in our lives,” he said.  
”At that time I was doing sales and 
this provided the opportunity for a 
daily stop at my favorite local cof-
fee shop in the Fort Worth area.”

This daily stop for Valdivia re-
ally served to fill a couple of his 
needs.  It wasn’t just about find-

ing a fresh brewed, and hopefully 
freshly roasted cup of coffee; it 
was just as importantly about the 
social aspect that coffee played in 
his life.

“Since I was a child I can clear-
ly recall what being invited to the 
table of my parents for a cup of 
coffee meant,” he said.  “It was 
all about the camaraderie, the op-
portunity to socialize with one and 
other.”

As his work changed to work 
that could be done from home on-
line so he could care for his daugh-
ters he missed the coffee compo-
nent that he had in his life.  Then 
he became interested in roasting 
his own coffee beans.  To accom-
plish this feat, he would need a 
coffee roaster.  

“I remember my first coffee 
roaster. It was a small home-size 
unit, and I started to familiarize 
myself with roasting procedures 
as well as varieties of beans,” he 
said.  “As I discovered, like fine 
wines, there are countless things 
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Coffee Box roasts their coffee beans in Victoria

Gap-filling weather radar 
installation completed in Edna

Edna, Texas announced that its 
partner, Climavision, a climate-
tech data pioneer, has completed 
installing a new weather radar sys-
tem in Edna, helping to fill a dan-
gerous low-level radar coverage 
gap in the region.  This is the latest 
deployment in Climavision’s high-

resolution network, which is being 
installed around the United States.

The coastal prairies region has 
a low-level ‘blind spot’ in weather 
radar coverage between neigh-
boring NEXRAD S-Band radars. 
While the U.S. has the gold-stan-
dard of radar networks, there are 

still some low-level gaps in the 
region that the network doesn’t 
cover completely due to the topog-
raphy and the nature of weather ra-
dar technology. This leaves some 
areas exposed to weather phenom-
ena that often happen in the lower New radar to fill dangerous coverage gap. 

Contributed photo.

See COFFEE, pg. 11
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The American Heart Associa-
tion encourages area residents to 
get moving to improve mental and 
physical well-being while funding 
wellness for all.

The American Heart Associa-
tion, the leading voluntary health 
organization focused on heart 
and brain health for all, is invit-
ing Victoria and its surrounding 
communities to its premier event, 
the Crossroads Heart & Stroke 
Walk, to boost physical and men-
tal health through healthy habits 
while supporting the Association’s 
lifesaving mission.

On Feb. 4, Victoria area heart 
and stroke walk participants and 
teams are invited to Victoria Col-
lege/UHV Campuses from 8-10 

a.m. to celebrate heart and stroke 
survivors, raise lifesaving funds 
and encourage physical activ-
ity. Organizers hope to attract 
600 attendees and raise more than 
$150,000. Awards will be given to 
the Top Company, Top Team and 
Top Fundraising Walker partici-
pating in the walk.

The 2023 Crossroads Heart & 
Stroke Walk is led by Christina 
Adrean, CEO of PAM Health, and 
Jack Wu, vice president of new 
business development at Formosa 
Plastics Corp., Texas.

“There’s a wealth of evidence 
that shows walking improves heart 
and brain health and helps people 
live longer,” said Adrean. “Walk-
ing with friends, family and others 

at an organized walk sets an ex-
ample of heart health and can be 
lots of fun!”

Since last fall, Wu has been ral-
lying employees at Formosa Plas-
tics to be walkers or volunteers in 
the Crossroads walk. Everyone 
benefits, he said.

“Cardiovascular diseases are 
the No. 1 killer of Americans. 
The American Heart Association 
advances cardiovascular health 
through research, education, train-
ing, advocacy and community ser-
vice,” Wu said. “In 2021, 46,603 
Texans were trained and certified 
in CPR. If performed immediately, 
CPR can double or triple a vic-
tim’s chance of survival.”

To register, visit Crossroads- HeartWalk.org. From there, par-
ticipants can stay up to date by 
downloading the Heart Walk mo-
bile app and encourage friends and 
family to join in via e-mail or on 
social media.

The fifth annual Crossroads 
Heart and Stroke Walk is present-
ed by Formosa Plastics with addi-
tional support from gold sponsors 
Citizens Medical Center and De-
Tar Healthcare System and Heart 
Hero sponsors: the City of Victo-
ria, Memorial Medical Center and 
PAM Health. Victoria Television 
Group and Victoria Radioworks 
are media sponsors.

The Crossroads Heart and 
Stroke Walk is the signature event 
of the American Heart Associa-
tion’s Heart Challenge program 
which is designed to help compa-
nies positively impact employee 
overall health and wellbeing.

The funds raised from the 
Crossroads Heart and Stroke Walk 
go towards research, advocacy, 
CPR training and to promote bet-
ter health in support of the As-
sociation’s 2024 Health Equity 
Impact Goal, reducing barriers to 
health care access and quality. Vis-
it www2.heart.org to learn more. 

Crossroads 2023 Heart & Stroke Walk hits stride at 5 years promoting 
healthy lifestyles in Victoria

Fifth annual Crossroads Heart and Stroke Walk will be on Saturday, February 4. Contributed 
photo.
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Victoria Electric Cooperative 
(VEC) and internet provider, In-
finium, donated a total of 35 bikes 
to the Boys & Girls Club of Victo-
ria, Texas. 

In support for the Cooperative 
principle of “Concern for Com-
munity,” the two organizations 
partner together to give back to 
our community in ways that are 
greater than just monetary dona-
tions. Blaine Warzecha, General 
Manager of VEC, shares, “VEC 
is committed to making our com-
munity a better place for all of us. 
There is power in membership and 
in being able to provide service 
above self, and for us, that’s what 
the holidays are all about.” 

10 out of the 35 bikes in total 
were built at a team building ex-
ercise by VEC employees. The 
remaining 25 were graciously do-
nated by VEC’s Linemen for Little 
Ones Program. Warzecha adds, 
“These team building exercises 
not only have a powerful impact 
on our organization, but also allow 
us to continue to create partner-
ships, while growing our outreach 
through our Linemen for Little 
Ones employee program. Both 
partnerships and programs permit 
us to help more children in this 
community we call home.” 

Established in 2014, VEC’s 
Linemen for Little Ones is a 
unique project designed to ben-
efit the children of the Crossroads 
community. Several events take 
place during the year to raise 
money from raffle ticket sales, in-
cluding live and silent auctions. In 
addition to events like these build-
ing and donating bikes close to the 
holidays, Linemen for Little Ones 
works to donate money in order to 
help further develop the children 

Victoria Electric 
Cooperative, Infinium 
donate bikes to the 
Boys & Girls Club of 
Victoria

35 bikes donated to Boys & Girls Club of 
Victoria. Contributed photo.

See BIKES, pg. 6
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EE. UU. – Muere David Crosby, 
legendario cantante y compositor, 
a los 81 años. David Crosby, pi-
onero de la música folk y rock ‘n’ 
roll, y uno de los miembros funda-

dores de The Byrds y de Crosby, 
Stills & Nash, murió a los 81 años, 
anunció su familia el jueves.

“Es con gran tristeza, después 
de una larga enfermedad, que 

nuestro amado David Crosby mu-
rió. Estaba rodeado por su esposa 
y alma gemela Jan y su hijo Djan-
go. Aunque ya no está aquí con 
nosotros, su humanidad y la amab-

ilidad de su alma continuará guián-
donos e inspirándonos. Su legado 
seguirá vivo a través de su música 
legendaria. Paz, amor y armonía 
para todos los que conocieron a 
David y aquellos a quienes con-
movió. Lo extrañaremos mucho. 
En este momento, respetuosa y 
amablemente pedimos privacidad 
mientras atravesamos nuestro luto 
y tratamos de lidiar con nuestra 
profunda pérdida. Gracias por el 
amor y las oraciones,” escribió fa-
milia Crosby en un comunicado de 
prensa.

Crosby entró al Salón de la 
Fama del Rock and Roll con los 
Byrds en 1991 y nuevamente con 
Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young en 
1997.

La estrella de ‘Avengers’ Jer-
emy Renner dijo que se rompió 
30 huesos en el accidente con una 
quitanieves que lo envió al hospi-
tal durante más de dos semanas.

Renner, quien interpreta al su-
perhéroe ‘Hawkeye’ en las pelícu-
las de Marvel, publicó una foto en 
Instagram con mensaje que decía: 
“Los entrenamientos matutinos, 
las resoluciones, todo cambió este 
nuevo año. Engendrado a partir de 
la tragedia para toda mi familia, y 
rápidamente enfocado en unir el 
amor. Quiero agradecer a todos 
por sus mensajes y la consider-
ación que tuvieron por mi familia 
y por mí, mucho amor y aprecian 

para todos ustedes. Estos más de 
30 huesos rotos se repararán, se 
fortalecerán, al igual que se pro-
fundiza el amor y el vínculo con la 
familia y los amigos. Amor y ben-
diciones para todos ustedes.”

Joe Biden celebra su cumplea-
ños 80 años este domingo, con-
virtiéndose en el primer octoge-
nario en ocupar el cargo más alto 
de Estados Unidos de presidente.

El hito único del cumpleaños de 
Biden se produce cuando el presi-
dente enfrenta especulaciones so-
bre si organizará una carrera por 
la reelección y plantea preguntas 
sobre si es demasiado mayor para 
cumplir otro mandato.

El mandatario celebra su cum-
pleaños en Washington con un 
brunch organizado por la primera 
dama Jill Biden, según la secre-
taria de prensa de la Casa Blanca, 
Karine Jean-Pierre. Se espera que 
asistan los miembros de la familia 
de Biden que ya están en la ciu-
dad tras la celebración de la boda 
de su nieta en la Casa Blanca este 
sábado.

David Crosby. Contributed photo.
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Empty Bowls fundraiser event helps the hungry

by Meridith Byrd is the Director of Commu-
nity Engagement

It’s a new year and the Food 
Bank is ecstatic to once again par-
ticipate in Empty Bowls, a fantas-
tic fundraiser hosted by Victoria 
College that was on hiatus for 2 
years due to COVID.

Empty Bowls was founded in 
1990 by a Michigan high school 
art teacher who wanted to simul-
taneously raise money for his 
school and raise awareness of hun-
ger. Art students made bowls for 
the school’s soup fundraiser, and 
guests were encouraged to keep 
their bowls as a reminder of the 
people who face hunger on a daily 
basis. This grassroots movement 
caught fire and spread around the 
world, and to date has raised mil-
lions of dollars to fight hunger.

Victoria College hosted their 
first Empty Bowls fundraiser in 
2004. The event brings together 
art students, potters, restaurants, 
chefs, caterers, and volunteers to 
alleviate hunger in our local com-
munity. Monies raised benefit the 
Food Bank of the Golden Cres-
cent, Victoria Christian Assistance 
Ministries (VCAM), Christ’s 
Kitchen, the Victoria County Se-
nior Citizens Center and the Vic-
toria College Visual Arts Schol-
arship. Since 2004 the event has 
donated more than $220,000 to 
these organizations.

This year’s Empty Bowls is 
happening on Sunday, February 
12 from 11:00am to 1:00pm in the 
Victoria College Student Center. 
Guests choose a handmade bowl 
for $20 and enjoy soup, bread, and 
a drink donated by local restau-
rants and caterers, with live music 
by hometown favorite Jerry James.

“We are thrilled to be a part of 
Empty Bowls,” says Food Bank 
President/CEO Robin Cadle. “In 
Victoria nearly 1 in 7 of our friends 
and neighbors face food insecu-

rity, and this event helps to remind 
people how important it is that we 
continue to fight against hunger.”

Debra Chronister, art professor 
at Victoria College, has co-chaired 
Empty Bowls every year. She en-
sures that enough bowls are made 
and fired for the event and inspects 
each bowl for food safety. Any 
bowls deemed unsafe for food are 
used for a second fundraiser that 
happens during Empty Bowls: the 
VC Dirt Nerds Bash-a-Bowl. For 
a suggested donation of $1 to $5 
guests can have fun smashing a 
bowl of their choice against a cin-
der block wall. 

A silent auction rounds out the 
event featuring sculptures and oth-
er artwork by local artists, hand-
made jewelry, a pottery throwing 
experience with Chronister, and 
more. 

The Food Bank of the Golden 
Crescent feeds nearly 50,000 peo-
ple each month by providing food 
at low or no cost to our partner 
food pantries and hosting mobile 
food distributions in 8 of the 11 
counties we serve. Empty Bowls 
fulfills two needs: raising hun-
ger awareness and raising money 
that helps us further our mission 
of “helping heal the hurt of hun-
ger.” Every $1 donated to the Food 

Bank helps provide 8 meals to our 
clients. 

We would love to see you at 
Empty Bowls – wonderful people 

and great food for a worthy cause.
Meridith Byrd is the Director of 

Community Engagement for the 
Food Bank of the Golden Cres-

cent. She also manages the Victo-
ria Farmers’ Market. Contact her 
at 361-218-9246 or mbyrd@food-
bankgc.org. 

Empty Bowls is happening on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12. Contributed photo.
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atmosphere such as flash flooding, 
sleet, ice, and tornadoes. Filling in 
this blind spot is critical in order 
for forecasters and weather sensi-
tive businesses to have better vis-

ibility into volatile weather events 
and to ensure they understand the 
ground truth.

The dual-polarization, X-Band 
weather radar is designed specifi-
cally to fill these small gaps to pro-
vide the highest resolution view of 

what’s happening on the ground. 
While all warnings and notices 
will continue to come through of-
ficial government channels, the 
system will provide critical vis-
ibility to help better plan, prepare, 
and respond to volatile weather 

situations.
“This immediately becomes the 

most detailed radar system in the 
region and is our first in the state 
of Texas,” said Climavision Co-
Founder and CEO Chris Goode.  
“It offers far more weather data 
than a typical radar system, deliv-
ering a dramatically clearer pic-
ture of the area for weather fore-
casters, enabling them to provide 
the public with a much more ac-
curate forecast, particularly when 
severe weather is coming.  In an 
area so heavily impacted by vola-
tile weather, this system will be an 
invaluable tool and will no doubt 
save many lives.”

While the Climavision team is 
still finalizing the radar installation 
and configuration, this is expected 
to be complete by the end of the 
year. The radar data will be avail-
able to Jackson County through a 
public/private partnership agree-
ment executed early this year. 
The Radar-as-a-Service (RaaS) 
data will also be available to or-
ganizations in weather-sensitive 
industries, television stations, and 
government agencies. This data 
will also be used to feed enhanced 
models.

Climavision will turn on a num-
ber of additional systems across 
the U.S., including more than 
fourteen in Texas, over the next 
few months as it continues to build 
out its nationwide network.

Climavision brings together the 
power of a proprietary, high reso-
lution weather radar and satellite 
network, combined with advanced 
weather prediction modelling and 
decades of industry expertise, to 
close significant weather observa-
tion gaps and drastically improve 
forecast speed and accuracy. Cli-
mavision’s revolutionary new 
approach to climate technology 
is poised to help reduce the eco-
nomic risks of volatile weather 
on companies, governments, and 
communities alike. Climavision 
is backed by The Rise Fund, the 
world’s largest global impact plat-
form committed to achieving mea-
surable, positive social and en-
vironmental outcomes alongside 
competitive financial returns. The 
company is headquartered in Lou-
isville, KY, with research and de-
velopment operations in Raleigh, 
NC. To learn more, visit www.Cli-
mavision.com.

VICTORIA COUNTY
TAX SALE

Tuesday, February 7, 2023
Sale of the Victoria County tax deed property online at

https://victoria.texas.sheriffsaleauctions.com

For Tax Sale Information contact
LINEBARGER GOGGAN BLAIR & SAMPSON, LLP at:

 1-(855) 650-5848 (toll free) or 
www.LGBS.COM

EDNA, from pg. 1

within the community. 
About Victoria Electric Coop-

erative. VEC is a local cooperative 
within the Crossroads community 
that provides safe, reliable, and af-
fordable electricity to all residents, 
as well as serving the community 
through organizational enrich-

ment programs and educational 
opportunities. Through their inter-
net provider, Infinium, members 
of the cooperative are also able 
to receive benefits and perks of 
internet in rural communities. To 
learn more about services and how 
to become a cooperative member, 
please visit www.victoriaelectric.
coop for more information.

BIKES, from pg. 3
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City seeks volunteers for Queen 
City neighborhood cleanup

The City of Victoria Environ-
mental Services and Keep Victoria 
Beautiful are seeking volunteers 
for a cleanup in the west part of the 
Queen City neighborhood.

Volunteers will meet at 9 a.m. 
March 4 at Queen City Park, 2202 
N. Cameron St. Breakfast will be 
provided, including coffee provid-
ed by The Box Coffee Bar.

“Keeping Victoria Beautiful 
is a community effort, so we’re 
looking for both groups and in-
dividuals who’d like to join us in 
this neighborhood cleanup,” said 
Community Appearance Manager 
Christy Youker.

Individuals and groups can sign 
up at www.victoriatx.gov/kvb. 
Volunteers ages 12 and up are 
welcome. Children must be ac-
companied by an adult. Walk-up 
volunteers are welcome, but resi-
dents are encouraged to register in 
advance to help with planning the 
event.

KVB will return to beautify the 
east part of the neighborhood in 
the fall.

What services will be provided? 
Working in teams, volunteers will 
go door to door helping residents 
move bulky trash and tree limbs to 

their curbs for pickup.
Residents who will need help 

Volunteers prepare for a cleanup hosted by Keep Victoria Beautiful in March 2022 in the 
Silver City neighborhood. Contributed photo.

See CITY, pg. 12
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El primer tráiler de la temporada 
3 del año ‘The Mandalorian’ viaja 
a Mandalore, amplia el alcance de 
la serie y revela fecha. 

Las bases argumentales de ‘The 

Mandalorian’ ya están firmemente 
planteadas, tres años después de 
aquel extraordinario arranque 
que nos cautivó por sus aires de 
‘Conan’ con ambiente de western 

futurista y por la presentación del 
adorable Grogu. Tras una segunda 
temporada que normalizó la pro-

puesta llevándolo por derivas ar-
gumentales a las que estamos más 
habituados, tenemos fecha y tráiler 

para la tercera: 1 de marzo en Dis-
ney+.

En esta nueva temporada, y por 
lo que revela este primer avance, 
tenemos a unos Din Djarin (Pedro 

Pascal) y Grogu como viajeros  
See CHARLANDO, pg. 9

por Santos Raya y contribuidores

A TODAS LAS PERSONAS Y PARTES INTERESADAS:

La corporación de Union Carbide ha solicitado a la Comisión 
de Calidad Ambiental de Texas (TCEQ) la renovación del Per-
miso Núm. 48709 de calidad del aire, que autorizaría la contin-
uación del funcionamiento de una planta de políetileno presión 
pequeño número 1 (LP-1F) situado en 7501 State Highway 
185 norte, en la ciudad de Seadrift, en el condado de Calhoun, 
Texas 77983. En la sección de avisos públicos de este periódi-
co se encuentra información adicional de esta solicitud.

Avatar: El sentido del agua. Contributed photo.

The Mandalorian. Contributed photo.
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estelares que los llevará a Man-
dalore y a la ya conocida capital 
galáctica Coriscant. Vemos tam-
bién a un grupo de Jedis tradicio-
nales y a criaturas que parecen 
ser de la misma raza que el recor-
dado Babu Frik. Y, por supuesto, 
a Grogu demostrando que, gracias 
a la Fuerza, su tamaño no es algo 
que se deba subestimar.

Jon Favreau ha destacado de 
esta nueva temporada la importan-
cia de su desarrollo argumental, y 
sin duda parece que así será, una 
vez dejada atrás de forma defini-
tiva la estructura casi episódica de 
sus primeros episodios. También 
parece que conoceremos con pro-
fundidad a la sociedad mandalo-
riana, desde las posiciones más 
integristas a los más tolerantes. 
“Ser un mandaloriano no es solo 
aprender a pelear” dice el person-
aje de Pedro Pascal, y parece que 
ahondaremos en esa filosofía.

Siete de las películas más vistas 

y rentables del año pertenecen a 
la misma empresa. Ya sabes cuál. 
Puede que, en última instancia, 
‘Avatar: El sentido del agua’ no 
haya conseguido arrebatar el trono 
de la película más vista de 2022 a 
‘Top Gun: Maverick’ solo habría 
necesitado, quizás, un dita más, 
pero está claro que a Disney no 
hay quien le tosa en términos de 
recaudaciones en este pasado año, 
una vez más. Lleva ingresando 
más recaudación que cualquier 
otra productora en él Top 10 inin-
terrumpidamente desde 2016.

Este año pasado, Disney ha co-
locado en él top de lo más visto 
las siguientes películas: ‘Avatar: 
El sentido del agua’ (2), ‘Doctor 
Strange en el Multiverso de la Lo-
cura’ (4), ‘Black Panther: Wakan-
da Forever’ (6), “Thor: Love and 
Thunder (8), ‘Lightyear’ (18), 
‘Muerte en el Nilo’ (32), ‘Bararian 
(59). Juntas suman $4.9 mil mil-
lones de dólares, dos de ellos solo 
en Estados Unidos.

CHARLANDO, from pg. 8

Top Gun: Maverick. Contributed photo.
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Escuela Normal Superior de Jalisco visits VISD
The Victoria Independent 

School District (VISD) Multilin-
gual Department hosted six teach-
ers and two students visiting from 

the Escuela Normal Superior de 
Jalisco (ENSJ) in Mexico on Janu-

ary 11-13, 2023, as part of the Ac-
ademic Collaboration Agreement. 

Our guests from ENSJ partici-
pated in an educational program 
titled “Teaching and Learning for 
Bilingual Education in Victoria 
ISD.” During their visit to VISD, 
they learned about the Dual Lan-
guage teaching methodology used 
at Crain Elementary School so that 
they can advocate and train future 
bilingual teacher candidates from 
ENSJ who are interested in joining 
our VISD family in the upcoming 
years. 

“Our academic collaboration 
with ENSJ has been a fantastic 
opportunity for both of our insti-
tutions to work together for the 
benefit of our students,” said Ro-
berto Rosas, Director of VISD’s 
Multilingual Department. “By de-
veloping this additional pipeline 
of qualified educators, VISD will 
be on the cutting edge of recruit-
ment in a time when locating and 
retaining teachers who speak both 
Spanish and English is extremely 
challenging.”

Escuela Normal Superior de Jalisco visits VISD. Contributed photo.
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that come into play to enhance the 
flavor of the coffee cherry.”

The term cherry refers to the 
fruit that grows on a coffee tree and 
produces the actual coffee bean, 
of which there are sometimes one 
bean and sometimes two.  Accord-
ing to online statistics, the mature 
beans from one coffee tree will 
produce as much as one pound of 
ground coffee per year.  Coffee is 
one of the integral trading com-
modities in the worldwide market.

As his experience in coffee 
roasting, as well as his drive for 
a richer and deeper knowledge of 
coffee expanded, he and his wife 
Veronica, and their three daugh-
ters Ileana, Analicia, and Mariana 
moved to Victoria to start their 
new lives here.

“We enjoy Victoria and have 
found a wonderful life here,” 
Valdivia said.  “My daughters at-
tended Our Lady of Victoria Cath-
olic School and then all went on to 
St. Joseph’s High School and are 
now attending college.”

In addition to the two coffee 
shops, he is currently in the pro-
cess of creating a downtown locale 
to roast all his coffee beans.  He 
has his own distinct blend of cof-
fee beans that is the base of all the 
coffee he serves at the Coffee Box. 

“The blend I have put together is 
a combination of beans from Hon-
duras, Ethiopia, Brazil, Colombia, 
and Mexico, and each bean lends 
a specific flavor to create the taste 
that I’m looking for.”

He also roasts coffee beans to 
order, and currently roasts some-
where between 1,500 to 2,000 
pounds of coffee beans monthly.  

At the Coffee Box they serve 
freshly brewed coffee called the 
Americano, espresso, Latte, Cap-
puccino, frappuccino, and iced 
coffees.  Their coffee drinks vary 
in price based on the item and fla-
vors added. 

Their location downtown is lo-
cated at 202 South Main Street and 
their hours of operation are Mon-
day through Friday 7 a.m. till 2 
p.m. and Saturday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.  The midtown store is lo-
cated at 2916 North Laurent and 
their hours are Monday through 
Friday 6:30 a.m. till 6 p.m. and 
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. till 6 p.m.

“We are so thankful for our cus-
tomers who take the time to stop 
in and see us and take the time to 
visit, and as we expand we will be 
looking for additional employees 
to be part of our tapestry,” Valdivia 
concluded. 

COFFEE, from pg. 1

To advertise,
call

361-218-9464.



are encouraged to contact Envi-
ronmental Services at 361-485-
3230 or keepvictoriabeautiful@
victoriatx.gov.

Volunteers will also provide 
some minor exterior work at one 
home as part of the new Brush Up 
program, which is a partnership 
between KVB and Habitat for Hu-
manity.

Refrigerators and other appli-
ances containing Freon will be ac-
cepted for pickup. Appliance Pro 
will remove Freon from collected 
appliances at no cost to residents 
or the city.

Other hazardous materials, 
such as TVs, will not be accepted. 
To schedule a no-cost pickup of 
household hazardous waste, con-
tact Waste Management at 1-800-
449-7587.

The Victoria Fire Department 
will go door to door to install 
smoke alarms.

After the cleanup finishes about 
11 a.m., volunteers and commu-
nity members are invited back to 
Queen City Park for lunch and 
family-friendly activities and 
resources provided by Parks & 
Recreation, the Victoria Public Li-
brary, the Victoria Police Depart-
ment, the City of Victoria Munici-
pal Court, Victoria College and 
United Way of the Crossroads.

Schedule a pickup. The City of 
Victoria provides residents with 
two no-cost bulk trash pickups and 
four no-cost limb pickups per year. 
To schedule a pickup and to find 
out when limbs will be picked up 
in your area, visit www.victoriatx.
gov/environmental-services or call 
361-485-3230.
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COMISIÓN DE CALIDAD AMBIENTAL DE TEXAS

AVISO DE RECIBIMIENTO DE LA SOLICITUD E INTENCIÓN DE OBTENER
RENOVACIÓN DEL PERMISO DE AIRE (NORI)

NÚMERO DE PERMISO 48709 

SOLICITUD. Union Carbide Corporation, ha solicitado a la Comisión de Calidad Ambiental de Texas (TCEQ, por su siglas en inglés) la renovación del 
permiso de calidad del aire número 48709, que autorizaría la continuación del funcionamiento de una planta de polietileno presión pequeño número 1 
(LP-1F) situado en 7501 State Highway 185 North, Seadrift, en el Condado de Calhoun County, Texas 77983. Este enlace a un mapa electrónico de la ubi-
cación general del sitio o de la instalación se ofrece como cortesía pública y no forma parte de la solicitud o del anuncio. Para conocer la ubicación exacta, 
consulte la solicitud. Para conocer la ubicación exacta, consulte la solicitud. http://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/hb610/index.html?lat=28.515&lng=-
96.771666&zoom=13&type=r  La instalación existente está autorizada a emitir los siguientes contaminantes atmosféricos: material particulado incluyendo 
material particulado con diámetros de 10 micrones o menos y 2.5 micrones o menos.

Esta solicitud se presentó a la TCEQ el día 13 de diciembre del año 2022. La solicitud estará disponible para su visualización y copia en la oficina central 
de la TCEQ, la oficina regional en Corpus Christi, y la biblioteca del Condado de Calhoun, 200 W Mahan Street, en la ciudad de Port Lavaca, Texas a partir 
del primer día de la publicación de este aviso. El expediente de cumplimiento de la instalación, si existe, está a disposición del público en el Corpus Christi 
oficina regional de la TCEQ.

El director ejecutivo ha determinado que la solicitud está administrativamente completa y llevará a cabo una revisión técnica de la misma. La información 
contenida en la solicitud indica que esta renovación del permiso no supondrá un aumento de las emisiones permitidas ni dará lugar a la emisión de un con-
taminante atmosférico no emitido anteriormente. La TCEQ puede actuar sobre esta solicitud sin buscar más comentarios del público o dar la opor-
tunidad de una audiencia de caso impugnado si se cumplen ciertos criterios.

COMENTARIOS DEL PÚBLICO. Puede presentar comentarios públicos a la Oficina del Secretario Oficial en la dirección indicada a continu-
ación. La TCEQ considerará todos los comentarios del público al elaborar una decisión final sobre la solicitud y el director ejecutivo preparará una respuesta 
a esos comentarios. Cuestiones como el valor de la propiedad, el ruido, la seguridad del tráfico y la zonificación están fuera de la jurisdicción de la TCEQ 
para ser tratadas en el proceso de permiso.

OPORTUNIDAD DE UNA AUDIENCIA DE CASO IMPUGNADO. Puede solicitar una audiencia de caso impugnado si usted es una persona que 
puede verse afectada por las emisiones de contaminantes atmosféricos de la instalación tiene derecho a solicitar una audiencia. Si solicita una au-
diencia de caso impugnado, deberá presentar lo siguiente (1) su nombre (o, en el caso de un grupo o asociación, un representante oficial), dirección 
postal y número de teléfono durante el día; (2) el nombre del solicitante y el número de permiso; (3) la declaración “[Yo/nosotros] solicito/solicita-
mos una audiencia de caso impugnado”; (4) una descripción específica de cómo se vería/n afectado/s por la solicitud y las emisiones atmosféricas 
de la instalación de una manera no común al público en general; (5) la ubicación y la distancia de su propiedad en relación con la instalación; (6) 
una descripción del uso que usted hace de la propiedad que puede verse afectada por la instalación; y (7) una lista de todas las cuestiones de hecho 
controvertidas que presente durante el periodo de comentarios. Si la solicitud la realiza un grupo o asociación, deberá identificarse con nombre y 
dirección física a uno o varios miembros que estén legitimados para solicitar una audiencia. También deben identificarse los intereses que el grupo 
o asociación pretende proteger. También puede presentar sus propuestas de ajustes a la solicitud/permiso que satisfagan sus preocupaciones.

El plazo para presentar una solicitud de audiencia de caso impugnado es de 15 días a partir de la publicación del anuncio en el periódico. Si la 
solicitud se presenta a tiempo, el plazo para solicitar una audiencia de caso impugnado se ampliará a 30 días después del envío de la respuesta a 
los comentarios.

Si se presenta a tiempo cualquier solicitud de audiencia de caso impugnado, el Director Ejecutivo remitirá la solicitud y cualquier solicitud de audiencia de 
caso impugnado a los Comisionados para su consideración en una reunión programada de la Comisión. A menos que la solicitud se remita directamente a una 
audiencia de caso impugnado, el director ejecutivo enviará por correo la respuesta a los comentarios junto con la notificación de la reunión de la Comisión a 
todas las personas que hayan presentado comentarios o estén en la lista de correo de esta solicitud. La Comisión sólo podrá conceder una solicitud de audi-
encia de caso impugnado sobre cuestiones que el solicitante haya presentado en sus comentarios a tiempo y que no hayan sido retirados posteriormente. Si 
se concede una audiencia, el objeto de la misma se limitará a las cuestiones de hecho controvertidas o a las cuestiones mixtas de hecho y de derecho 
relativas a los problemas de calidad del aire pertinentes y materiales presentados durante el periodo de comentarios. Cuestiones como el valor de la 
propiedad, el ruido, la seguridad del tráfico y la zonificación quedan fuera de la jurisdicción de la Comisión para ser tratadas en este procedimiento.

LISTA DE CORREO. Además de presentar comentarios públicos, puede solicitar que se le incluya en una lista de correo para recibir futuros avisos públi-
cos sobre esta solicitud específica enviando una solicitud por escrito a la Oficina del Secretario Oficial en la dirección que figura a continuación.

CONTACTOS E INFORMACIÓN DE LA AGENCIA. Los comentarios y solicitudes del público deben presentarse vía electrónicamente en www14.
tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, o por escrito a la Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Aus-
tin, Texas 78711-3087. Tenga en cuenta que cualquier información de contacto que proporcione, incluyendo su nombre, número de teléfono, dirección de 
correo electrónico y dirección física, formará parte del registro público de la agencia. Para obtener más información sobre esta solicitud de permiso o sobre 
el proceso de autorización, llame al Programa de Educación Pública al número gratuito 1-800-687-4040. Si desea información en español, puede llamar al 
1-800-687-4040.

También se puede obtener más información de Union Carbide Corporation, P.O. Box 186, Port Lavaca, Texas 77979-0186 o llamando a Sr. Shawn Pena, 
Environmental Specialist, al (361) 553-3401.

Fecha de emisión del aviso: el día 16 de diciembre del año 2022

CITY, from pg. 7

This map shows the area of the Queen City 
neighborhood that will be served during an 
upcoming Keep Victoria Beautiful cleanup. 
The rest of the neighborhood will be served 
during another cleanup in the fall. Contrib-
uted photo.



Chocolate origins are in Mexico 

by Peter Moralez

The word chocolate comes from 
the Classical Nahuatl word xoco-
latl.  Nahuatl is one of the native 
tongues of the people of Mexico.  
As early as 1900 BC, native tribes 
from Mexico discovered and uti-
lized chocolate in a liquid form to 
be served to royalty on special oc-
casions.  It was believed that the 
seeds that were used to make this 
drink were gifts from the Aztec 
god Quetzalcoatl, the god of wis-
dom. 

The seeds had so much value 
that they were used as currency.  
This fermented drink; bitter in 
taste was mixed with spices or 
corn puree.  It was believed to 
be an aphrodisiac and to give the 
drinker strength.  This drink is still 
used today and is called “Chilate” 
and is used throughout Mexico, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Hondu-
ras.

As with so many products that 

I normally associate with origins 
in Europe, chocolate is also on 
that list.  I have recollections of 
stories told to me by my parents 
and grandparents that products 
like chocolate, corn and the to-
mato were actually from Mexico.  
I know that I never read anything 
like that from history books in 
grade and high school.  

In the sixteenth century the co-
coa plant, which produces the 
seeds used to make chocolate 
made its way on returning voyages 
to Europe.  Once there, sugar was 
added to the mix, and this would 
become closer to the flavor that we 
are familiar with. Chocolate be-
came popular throughout society, 
first among the ruling classes and 
then down to the common people. 

Cultivation, consumption, and 
cultural use of chocolate were ex-
tensive throughout Mesoamerica.  
Mesoamerica is defined as a his-
torical region and cultural area 
that begins in the southern part 
of North America and extends 
throughout most of Central Amer-
ica.  It is believed that the people 
of this region that countless societ-
ies existed and flourished for more 
that 3,000 years.

Cocoa trees flourished through-
out Mexico and even in coastal 
regions such as Vera Cruz, where 
artifacts located in an ancient Ol-
mec site reveal that cocoa was 
used there as well as early as 
1,750 BC. Conversely, cocoa us-
age was found in Chiapas on the 

West Coast of Mexico where it 
was utilized by the Mokayanan 
tribe.  Cocoa was also widely trad-
ed across the regions and proof of 
its use by the ancient tribe known 
as the Pueblo Indians of the United 
States southwest.

The Mayans from Southern 

Mexico even had a specific god 
credited with bringing them the 
cocoa plant.  The god was named 
Ek Chuah. The Mayans would 
gather once a year to pay tribute 
with a festival and by offering gifts 
to him.  They would season the 
fermented liquid with chili pep-

pers and corn.  They also used the 
cocoa seeds in ceremonies such as 
marriage and engagement events. 

As you can see chocolate, in one 
form or another, played a signifi-
cant role in the peoples of Mexico 
and Central America long before 
Europeans were ever aware of it.
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Chocolate origins begin in Mexico. Con-
tributed photo.
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COMISIÓN DE CALIDAD AMBIENTAL DE TEXAS

AVISO DE PERMISO PRELIMINAR FEDERAL DE OPERACIÓN    

PERMISO PRELIMINAR NÚMERO: O1958

SOLICITUD Y PERMISO PRELIMINAR. Formosa Plastics Corporation, Texas, PO Box 700, Point Comfort, TX 77978-0700, ha solicitado a la Comisión de Calidad Ambi-
ental de Texas (TCEQ, por sus siglas en inglés) para la renovación y revisión de un Permiso Federal de Operación (en adelante denominado el Permiso), Número O1958, solicitud 
número 33918, para autorizar la operación de la planta de olefinas, unas instalaciones materiales de Petro chemicol de fabricación.  El área dirigida por la solicitud está ubicada en 
201 Formosa Drive, en la ciudad de Point Comfort, en el Condado de Calhoun, Texas 77978.  Este enlace a un mapa electrónico de la ubicación general del sitio o de la instalación 
es proporcionado como una cortesía al público y no es parte de la solicitud o del aviso. Para la ubicación exacta, consulte la solicitud.   Puede encontrar un mapa electrónico de 
la instalación en: 
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/hb610/index.html?lat=28.688888&lng=-96.547222&zoom=13&type=r. Esta solicitud se le presento a la TCEQ el 23 de junio del año 
2022. 

El propósito de un Permiso Federal de Operación es mejorar el acatamiento general de las reglas que gobiernan el control de la contaminación atmosférica, claramente definiendo 
todos los requisitos aplicables, como está definido en el Título 30 del Código Administrativo de Tejas § 122.10 (30 TAC § 122.10, por sus siglas en inglés).  El permiso preliminar, 
si es aprobado, codificará las condiciones bajo las cuales el sitio deberá operar.  El permiso no autorizará construcción nueva.  El director ejecutivo de la TCEQ ha completado 
la revisión técnica de la solicitud y ha tomado una decisión preliminar de preparar un permiso preliminar para revisión y comentarios públicos.  El director ejecutivo recomienda 
la emisión de este permiso preliminar.  La solicitud de permiso, la declaración de base, y el permiso preliminar estarán disponibles para ser revisadas y copiadas en la Oficina 
Central de la TCEQ, 12100 Park 35 Circle, Edificio E, primer piso, Austin, Texas 78753; en la oficina regional de la TCEQ en Corpus Christi, 500 N. Shoreline BLVD., Suite 500, 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78401-0318; y en la biblioteca del Condado de Calhoun, 200 W. Mahan Street, de la ciudad de Port Lavaca, Texas 77979-3327, empezando el primer día de 
la publicación de este aviso.  El permiso preliminar y la declaración de base están disponibles en el sitio web de la TCEQ: 

www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/tvnotice 

En las oficinas central y regional de la TCEQ también puede revisar y copiar todos los documentos materiales, relevantes y significativos para el permiso preliminar, además de 
los permisos para el Examen de Nuevas Fuentes que han sido incorporados por referencia.  Personas que tengan dificultades obteniendo estos materiales debido a restricciones 
para viajar pueden comunicarse con la sala de archivos de la Oficina Central de la TCEQ al teléfono (512) 239-2900.

Comentarios Públicos/Audiencia de Notificación y Comentarios.  Cualquier persona puede presentar comentarios por escrito acerca del permiso preliminar.  Comen-
tarios con respecto a la exactitud, acabado, y conveniencia de las condiciones del permiso pueden resultar en cambios al permiso preliminar.

Una persona que pueda ser afectada por la emisión de contaminantes atmosféricos de este sitio puede solicitar una audiencia de notificación y comentarios.  El propósito 
de la audiencia de notificación y comentarios es proporcionar la oportunidad para presentar comentarios acerca del permiso preliminar.  El permiso puede ser cambiado basado 
en comentarios que pertenecen a si el permiso tiene en cuenta el acatamiento con las leyes del 30 TAC Capítulo 122 (ejemplos pueden incluir que el permiso no contiene todos 
los requisitos necesarios o que los procesos de notificación al público no fueron satisfechos).  La TCEQ puede otorgar una audiencia de notificación y comentarios con respecto a 
esta solicitud si se presenta una petición por escrito dentro de 30 días después de la notificación de este aviso en el periódico.  La petición para audiencia debe incluir la razón por 
la petición, incluyendo una descripción específica de cómo le perjudicarían las emisiones atmosféricas del sitio.  La petición también debe especificar las condiciones del permiso 
preliminar que son inadecuadas o especificar porque la decisión preliminar de otorgar o negar el permiso es inadecuada.  Todos los asuntos razonablemente identificables deberán 
presentarse y todos los argumentos razonablemente disponibles deberán someterse antes del final del período para comentarios públicos.  Si se concede una audiencia de notifi-
cación y comentarios, todas las personas que presentaron comentarios por escrito o peticiones para audiencia recibirán confirmación por escrito de la audiencia.  Esta confirmación 
indicará la fecha, hora y lugar de la audiencia.  

Comentarios públicos por escrito y/o peticiones para audiencia de notificación y comentarios deben de ser presentados a la TCEQ, Oficina del Funcionario Jefe (Office of the 
Chief Clerk), MC 105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087, o electrónicamente al www.14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/ y deben ser recibidos dentro de 30 días 
después de la publicación de esta noticia en el periódico.  Si usted decide comunicarse con la TCEQ por vía electrónica, por favor, tenga en cuenta que su dirección de correo 
electrónico, así como su dirección postal, pasarán a formar parte del registro público de la Agencia.

Una notificación de la acción final propuesta que incluye las respuestas a los comentarios públicos y denotando cambios hechos al permiso preliminar será enviada a 
todas las personas que hayan presentado comentarios públicos, solicitudes para audiencia o que hayan solicitado ser incluidas en la lista de correo para esta solicitud.  
Esta correspondencia también proporcionará instrucciones para peticiones públicas a la Agencia Para la Protección del Medio Ambiente (EPA por sus siglas en inglés), solicitando 
que la EPA se objete al otorgamiento del permiso preliminar.  Al recibir una petición, la EPA solamente podrá objetarse a la otorgación de un permiso que no cumple con los req-
uisitos aplicables o con los requisitos de 30 TAC Capítulo 122.

LISTA DE CORREO. Además de presentar comentarios públicos, usted puede solicitar ser incluido en una lista de correo con respecto a esta solicitud enviando su solicitud a la 
Oficina del Funcionario Jefe (Office of Chief Clerk) a la dirección antedicha.  Personas en esta lista de correo recibirán copias de futuros avisos públicos (si los hay) enviados por 
la Oficina del Funcionario Jefe sobre esta solicitud.

INFORMACIÓN.  Para más información acerca de esta solicitud para permiso o el proceso para permisos, usted puede contactar la TCEQ, Programa de Educación Pública 
(Public Education Program), MC-108, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087, o llame, sin cobro, al 1-800-687-4040.  

Se puede obtener información adicional de Formosa Plastics Corporation, Texas, llamando a la Sra. Tammy Lasater al teléfono (302) 383-1598.

Fecha de expedición: el 29 de diciembre del año 2022
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WORLD’S BEST LASAGNA 
1-pound sweet Italian sausage 
¾ pound lean ground beef 
½ cup minced onion 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
1 (28 ounce) can crushed toma-
toes 
2 (6 ounce cans tomato paste 
2 (6.5 ounce) cans canned tomato 
sauce 
½ cup water 
2 tablespoons white sugar 
1½ teaspoons dried basil leaves 
½ teaspoon fennel seeds 
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
1-tablespoon salt 
¼ teaspoon ground black pepper 
4 tablespoons chopped fresh 
parsley 
12 lasagna noodles 
16 ounces ricotta cheese 
1 egg 
½ teaspoon salt 
¾ pound mozzarella cheese, 
sliced 
¾ cup grated Parmesan cheese 

1. In a Dutch oven, cook sausage, 
ground beef, onion, and garlic over 

medium heat until well browned.  
Stir in crushed tomatoes, tomato 
paste, tomato sauce, and water.  
Season with sugar, basil, fennel 
seeds, Italian seasoning, 1-table-
spoon salt, pepper, and 2 table-
spoons parsley.  Simmer, covered 
for about 1½ hours, stirring, occa-
sionally. 
2. Bring a large pot of lightly salt-
ed water to a boil.  Cook lasagna 
noodles in boiling water for 8 to 10 
minutes.  Drain noodles, and rinse 
with cold water.  In a mixing bowl, 
combine ricotta cheese with egg, 
remaining parsley, and ½ teaspoon 
salt. 
3. Preheat oven to 375ºF (190ºC). 
4. To assemble, spread 1½ cups 
of meat sauce in the bottom of a 
9x13-inch baking dish.  Arrange 
6 noodles lengthwise over meat 
sauce. Spread with one half of 
the ricotta cheese mixture.  Top 
with a third of mozzarella cheese 
slices. Spoon 1½ cups meat sauce 
over mozzarella, and sprinkle with 
¼ cup Parmesan cheese.  Repeat 
layers, and top with remaining 
mozzarella and Parmesan cheese.  
Cover with foil; to prevent stick-
ing, either spray foil with cooking 
spray, or make sure the foil does 
not touch the cheese. 
5. Bake in preheated oven for 25 
minutes.  Remove foil, and bake 
an additional 25 minutes.  Cool for 
15 minutes before serving.  Makes 

12 servings.  

TOASTED GARLIC BREAD 
1 (1 pound) loaf Italian bread 
5 tablespoons butter, softened 
2 teaspoons extra virgin olive oil 
3 cloves garlic, crushed 1
 teaspoon dried oregano 
Salt and pepper to taste 

1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese 

1. Preheat the broiler. 
2. Cut the bread into slices, 1 to 2 
inches thick. 
3. In a small bowl, mix butter, ol-
ive oil, garlic, oregano, salt and 
pepper.  Spread mixture evenly on 
the bread slices. 

4. On a medium baking sheet, ar-
range he slices evenly and broil 5 
minutes, or until slightly brown.  
Check frequently so they do not 
burn. 5. Remove from broiler.  Top 
with cheese and return to broiler 
for 2 to 3 minutes, until cheese is 
slightly brown and melted.  Serve 
at once.  Makes 10 servings.World’s best lasagna. Contributed photo.
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